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ENGLISH POLICY
Mission Statement

We aim to provide a happy, relaxed environment where children are encouraged and supported to achieve their full potential and to develop an attitude of care and responsibility towards others and their surroundings.
We ensure that the children in Greasby Infant school will attain the highest standards of which they are capable. We encourage the children to be independent and self-confident and we believe that this can be achieved more readily when teachers and parents work together in partnership.

Introduction

We provide an enriching literacy curriculum, using cross-curricular links. We aim for our children to develop the skills to be successful in reading, writing and speaking and listening.  We strive to develop skills and knowledge that will enable them to communicate creatively with their world through spoken and written language, and to express their ideas, views and feelings as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts.  Assessment for Learning is used to empower children to know how to be successful, how to move forward and also, to allow teachers to adapt their planning and delivery of Literacy.  

Aims

Pupils at Greasby Infant School will be encouraged to:-
1. be effective, confident communicators and good listeners
2. listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the key points of what they have heard
3. reflect and evaluate their own contributions and those of others through a range of speaking, listening and drama activities
4. become confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on word, sentence and text level knowledge
5. become enthusiastic and reflective readers though enjoying a variety of text and genres
6. enjoy writing and develop increasing accuracy and meaning in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of audience and purpose

7. use grammar and punctuation with growing accuracy
8. understand spelling conventions
9. produce effective, well presented work

Objectives

The specific learning outcomes for Key Stage 1 pupils are set out in English programmes of study: Key Stage 1 National Curriculum in England Document. Objectives for children in the Foundation Stage follow those set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
Time Allocation

The time allocated for English is in line with the recommendations for Foundation and Key Stage One. Cross-curricular links will contribute to pupils’ learning in speaking and listening, reading and writing.
The Organisation of Teaching and Learning Experiences
We teach a creative curriculum where literacy is taught through the Read to Write and Steps to read schemes. This ensures that our children receive the range of learning opportunities legally required in a creative and infant appropriate style. Teachers work towards independent learning and plan for different working groups, whole class/small groups/paired/individual.

Teachers employ a range of generic teaching strategies to include:-
· instructing/directing

· modelling/demonstrating/scribing

· scaffolding

· explaining

· questioning

· discussing

· consolidating

· evaluating

· summarising

Teachers in Key Stage 1 develop their medium term planning from the National Curriculum alongside of Read to Write / Steps to Read, and for Foundation Stage, Development Matters with Read to Write / Steps to Read. The medium term plans are used as a basis for short term planning and are adapted according to the needs and interests of the children. The length of a unit is normally one half term, meaning we cover 6 units per year. 
Teachers differentiate according to the needs of the pupils and use intervention programmes for targeted support.
ICT is used where it enhances, extends and complements literacy teaching and learning.

Additional adults are used to support the teaching of Literacy. They work under the guidance of the teacher with small groups of children or individuals.

Assessment & Record Keeping

Teacher assessment is crucial in determining the pupil’s level of attainment. Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy. Teachers report to parents twice a year at parents’ evenings and in the interim and annual report to parents. Baseline assessments are made on entry to school and children are assessed formally at the end of Foundation 2 and the end of Key Stage One. 

Teachers use assessment for learning to ensure planning is based on prior attainment and that pupils know what they need to do to achieve the next steps. Group or individual targets are set accordingly. Marking is in line with the school marking policy.

The teacher keeps individual records. These include reading and writing records together with any other information that enables the teacher to deliver an effective, relevant curriculum which builds on prior attainment and meets the needs of pupils.

The Role of the teacher

In Speaking and Listening
The teacher will:-

1. plan for speaking and listening 
2. use resources and different approaches effectively
3. encourage situations that promote discussion, debate and role play which together value and build on pupils’ contributions
4. facilitate opportunities for children to share their achievements both with their peers and with a wider audience

In Reading

The teacher will:-

1. offer a range of reading opportunities including, Bug Club, Steps to Read and Read Write Inc.
2. provide systematic, discrete phonics sessions using the guidelines though the Read Write Inc. program.
3. teach the full range of reading strategies, encouraging independence and a progression of skills in reading development

4. plan for shared and guided reading and monitor independent reading

5. promote reading for enjoyment and as a life skill

6. use reading in other subjects to consolidate skills

7. use Steps to Read to teach comprehension skills 

8. maintain home/school links

In Writing

The teacher will:-

1. identify and use cross curricular links in line with Read to Write
2. provide systematic, discrete phonic sessions through Read Write Inc. with opportunities to practice and apply in the context of writing
3. make clear links between reading and writing

4. offer a wide variety of writing opportunities, including handwriting practice

5. model the writing process

6. use modelling/scribing and supported composition to teach the key features of different text types and narrative styles

7. plan outcomes and clarify audience and purpose

8. outline objectives and targets, encouraging children to self correct and begin to redraft work

9. plan to use ICT in writing activities

10. provide prompts and scaffolds to support independence
The Role of the Teaching Assistant
The Teaching Assistant will:-
support small groups or individual children during literacy activities, to include extra reading sessions, support with learning to write independently, handwriting practice and extra spelling

support linked to Read Write Inc. 
The Role of the Subject Leader
The English Subject Leader will:-

1. write, review and implement the school English policy
2. support staff in developing their own skills and knowledge through leading and organising In-service training

3. write an action plan following the identification of priorities with Senior Management team which then forms the basis for monitoring activities
4. audit and purchase suitable resources

5. monitor planning

6. monitor children’s work

7. help to develop record keeping and assessment systems

8. produce a portfolio of children’s work in writing
9. observe Literacy lessons and provide constructive feedback

10.  attend courses and meetings to keep up to date, and also to exchange ideas with other   subject leaders

Resources

A comprehensive range of resources is available in school. Every class in Key Stage One has a selection of reference books, dictionaries and thesaurus etc. All classes have a fiction and non fiction book selection.
Foundation Stage Two have their own guided reading books and resources in their own base. In Key Stage One, guided reading books and teacher resources are held centrally in the Language Unit. These books are linked to National Curriculum levels and are colour coded according to the bands in Active Learn. 

The school library is located in the Technology room and contains a range of fiction and non fiction books. The school subscribes to the Library Services for Education which allows the school to offer a wider selection of books relevant to specific topics.
Special Educational Needs

Every child is entitled to a broad and relevant English curriculum and it is important to cater for children of all abilities. We do this by providing activities which challenge all pupils and at the same time provide them with success at some meaningful level appropriate to the children's ages and differing abilities. All children receive quality literacy teaching on a daily basis and activities are differentiated accordingly. In addition, where identified pupils are considered to require targeted support to enable them to work towards age appropriate objectives, intervention programmes will be implemented. Teachers and teaching assistants plan programmes together and monitor progress of these pupils as well as providing a range of resources to support children with specific need e.g. Socially Speaking, Time to Talk. More able pupils are planned for in the same way.
Parental/Community Involvement

We value parent involvement in children’s development of literacy and promote home school partnership in the following ways:

· Sharing information:-  newsletters, curriculum workshops, parents leaflets, school website

· Celebrations:-  school performances, displays, book fair

· Homework:–  weekly activities and home school reading books

Parents are welcomed into the school to support children in Literacy under the guidance of the teaching staff. 

We have strong links with local play groups to ensure smooth transition. A number of local secondary school students and local college students come into school to help support children with literacy.

Health and Safety

Greasby Infant School follows Wirral Local Authority Health & Safety guidelines and documents which are located in the Headteachers office.
.

Each year group assesses the risks involved with all activities. Risk assessments are written and can be found in year group planning files. A copy is also kept by the Headteacher and can be found in the Risk Assessment File.
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